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Children & Internet Pornography

A North American college campus survey found that
93% of boys and 67% of girls have viewed pornography
before the age of 18.(1)

e Another survey found 97% of boys had viewed
pornography, and of those, 23% said they tried to
stop watching it but could not.(2)

e The average age of first exposure to porn is about 9
to 11 years old.(3)

e 90% of 8 to 16 year old’'s who have viewed online porn
have done so while doing homework.(4)

e Only 12% of parents knew their teens were accessing
pornography.(5)

e 1in 10 visitors of porn sites are under 10 years old.
(6) Sites most visited by children under 10 include
xvideos, xnxx, and pornhub. Pornhub alone received
33.8 billion visits in 2018.(7)

Online video porn consumption

e 8 out of 10 eighteen year (distribution of people under 18 years old)
old’s think it is too |
easy for young people
to accidentally see
pornography online.(8)
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https://fightthenewdrug.org/data-says-one-in-10-visitors-to-porn-sites-
are-under-10-years-old/
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States Call to Action

e Since 2016, 12 states in the U.S. have passed legislative
resolutions condemning pornography calling for policy
change at the community and societal level.(9)

e Of the 12 states, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Kansas,
Kentucky, Montana, Pennsylvania, South Dakota,
Tennessee, and Utah declared pornography as creating a
public health crisis.(10)

e In 2017, Louisiana’'s House Resolution (HR100) declared
pornography as creating a public health crisis also called
for regulation of pornography on the Internet.

e In 2019, Tennessee House Joint Resolution (HJR133), in a
92-0 House vote, declared multiple failings of the Supreme
Court case, Ashcroft v. ACLU (2004), that struck down
Congress’ last attempt to combat a child's instant access
to Internet pornography. The resolution calls Congress to
"readdress the crisis problem of children being exposed to
and purposefully accessing internet pornography”.(11)

e In June of 2019, the Ohio House legislature introduced a
resolution declaring pornography a public health crisis, and
recognizing the "harm on society that pornography
poses, due to the unrestrained and instant access...on the
Internet,” The resolution also calls for regulation of
pornography on the Internet.(12)

STATES
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United Kingdom's Age Verification Model

In 2017, the U.K. passed the Digital Economy Act. Part 3 of the Act
deals specifically with regulating pornography on the Internet to
ensure that pornographic material is “not normally accessible by
persons under the age of 18.” The law requires operators of
pornographic websites to verify the age of their users before
allowing access to pornographic material. Non-complying website
owners initially become liable to fines, and eventually

U.K. based Internet providers are required to block non- %
complying websites altogether.(13)

The law gives power to the Secretary of State to appoint an ‘Age-
Verification Regulator'to implement provisions of the Part, and
specifically to ensure that age-verification solutions implemented
by porn sites meet proper U.K. standards as set out by the BBFC
"Guidance on Age Verification Arrangements”.(14) The Regulator is
in charge of notifying non-complying website operators with an
enforcement notice specifying reasons, notifying ancillary and
payment service providers of non-complying sites with hopes that
such providers will "wish to withdraw services from those who are
in breach of UK legislation,” and requiring Internet providers in the
U.K. to block non-complying websites.(15) In 2018, the British

Board of Film Classification (BBFC) was appointed as the Age
Verification Regulator.(16)

The U.K. government targeted the largest online pornography
providers in the world, and with success. The largest porn provider,
Mindgeek, owner of major pornographic websites Pornhub, YouPorn,

SOLUTIONS
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and RedTube, complied with U.K. standards by developing
"AgelD".(17)The BBFC is anticipated to begin enforcement
procedures in late 2019.(18) In anticipation of more countries
taking this regulatory approach, online pornographers are
wanting a universal compliance to standards of age-
verification, according to Ernie Allen, co-founder of National
Center for Missing & Exploited Children and advocate for a
similar solution in the U.S.(19)

The U.S. has recently taken a similar approach toward online
vape shops. In 2016, the FDA approved a rule that extended
their tobacco regulations from cigarettes, cigars, and
smokeless tobacco to include Vaporizers, E-Cigarettes, and
other Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS).(20)
Retailers are required to verify the date of birth by photo ID
of any purchaser under the age of 27. Very similar to the U.K.
age-verification system for online pornography, if retailers
violate this rule, theyll receive a warning letter, and then are
subject to a civil money penalty, a no-sale order, and
eventually a criminal prosecution.(21)

Since 2016, the FDA has issued numerous warning letters to
online vape shops and sophisticated and effective age-
verification technology has emerged helping online retailers to
comply with FDA standards.(22)

SOLUTIONS
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Default Filtering of Pornography

Internet service provider's (ISP's) can play an important role in
reducing a child’s instant access to Internet pornography.(23) By
ISP's stopping the flow of Internet pornography by default for
customers, children by default will be protected, and adults can
easily opt-in to material.

In 2013, following pressure from the former Prime Minister David
Cameron of the United Kingdom, the four major Internet providers in
the U.K. rolled out better solutions to a child’s instant access to
pornography.(24) Sky Broadband, one of the four, and serving
millions of customers, elected to block pornography by default for
their customers. The BBC quoted Sky saying, “We think that default
filtering is the best way for the industry to meet the government’s
commitment to reduce children’s exposure to inappropriate

content.”(25) D
.\

Sky shared with Ernie Allen, that they received “no
backlash” from customers and “70% of Sky's users left the
default filters in place.” Sky also provides this service to its
customers at no extra cost.(26)

In Supreme Court case U.S. v. American Library Association (2003), the
concern arose whether "over-blocking” of constitutional speech would
occur in requiring libraries to filter pornography for patrons. In that
case, the court declared default filtering of pornography as
constitutional for the "ease with which patrons may have the filtering
software disabled.” A common and cost efficient method that Internet
providers use to filter pornography for customers is by DNS filtering.

SOLUTIONS
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SafeDNS, an It team that equips Internet providers and more than
4,000 organizations all over the world, shared with us, “As the flow
of water can be shut off from the water facility to a home faucet,
so can the flow of pornography be shut off from the Internet
service provider to a customers device.” More than 98% of
pornography can be filtered through this technology.(27) This
method of filtering was mandated in implementing the U.K.'s Digital
Economy Act when requiring ISP’s to filter non-complying websites.
(28)

In 2019, the Missouri legislature introduced the 'Safer Internet for
Children Act’ that requires ISP's doing business with Missouri
residents to hide pornography websites behind a password before
making it accessible.(29) After months of mediation with Internet
providers, the bill was heard in Senate committee and passed 10-1.
According to Uriah Stark of NDC, the bill has a likely chance of
passage in 2020 but needs support from Congress to help with any
future matters of federal preemption that may leave the bill
vulnerable to any future challenge.

Section 230(d) of the Communications Decency Act of 1996 has
been interpreted in a way that disallows states from requiring
Internet providers to implement protective and needed solutions.
(30) By amending this law, creating a new law to provide a clear
permission for states, or by requiring ISP’'s to block the
transmission of porn sites by default altogether, states would have
a real answer to this crisis they've been looking for, and parents
would have better control to protect children from harmful material.

SOLUTIONS
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The U.S. is ready for a new law protecting children from
pornography. The U.K. Age Verification model, and Internet
providers shutting off pornography by default for customers
would be major solutions to this crisis. Many states have
declared pornography as creating a public health crisis, and
have pointed to Congress for societal solutions. Our goal is to
assist Congress in any way in implementing new, effective, and
constitutional approaches in combating this crisis.

Supporters®

Concerned Women of America

National Center on Sexual Exploitation

Enough is Enough

Ernie Allen- National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
Ron Dehaas- Covenant Eyes

Merrilee Boyack- Family Watch

Christine Ahrens- Freedom & Restoration for Everyone Enslaved
Melea Stephens- Rescue Innocence Movement

Tanna Antonuca- Big Ocean Women

Paul Hughes- Freedom Forerunners

Paula Hamilton- Hannah's Hope

Vauna Davis- Protect Young Minds

David Vermont- Principal Law Group

Russ White- Citizens for Community Values

*Supporter have agreed to one or
S l | P P O R | more of the solutions




PAGE | 9
INTERNET PORNOGRPAHY |
1.Chiara Sabina, Janis Wolak, and David Finkelhor, “The Nature and Dynamics of Internet Pornography Exposure for Youth,”
CyberPsychology & Behavior 11, no. 6 (2008): 691-693.
2.Riemersma, Jennifer; Sytsma, Michael. "A New Generation of Sexual Addiction," Sexual Addiction and Compulsivity, Volume
20, Number 4, 1 October 2013, pp. 306-322(17).
3.Fight the New Drug. "One In 10 Visitors To Hardcore Porn Sites Is Under 10 Years Old, Study Shows," Fight the New Drug. JULY 30,
2018. https://fightthenewdrug.org/data-says-one-in-10-visitors-to-porn-sites-are-under-10-years-old/.

4.Novus Project. "Parents.," The Novus Project, http://thenovusproject.org/resource-hub/parents.

5.Covenant Eyes. "Porn Stats: 250+ facts, quotes, and statistics about pornography use (2018 Edition)," Covenant Eyes. Page 15.

6. Fight the New Drug. "One In 10 Visitors To Hardcore Porn Sites Is Under 10 Years Old, Study Shows," Fight the New Drug. JULY 30,
2018. https://fightthenewdrug.org/data-says-one-in-10-visitors-to-porn-sites-are-under-10-years-old/.

7. Razvan Muresan. "One in 10 visitors of porn sites is under 10 years old." Hot for Security, Powered by Bitfinder. September 20, 2016.
https://hotforsecurity.bitdefender.com/blog/one-in-10-visitors-of-porn-sites-is-under-10-years-old-16675.html.

8.Tracy Parish. "Burnet studies shed light on sexual behaviour of teenagers," Burnet Institute. September 9, 2014.
https://www.burnet.edu.au/news/435_burnet_studies_shed_light_on_sexual_behaviour_of_teenagers.

9. National Decency Coalition. "Pornography: Public Health Crisis Resolution," National Decency Coalition. Accessed: July 31, 2019.
https://nationaldecencycoalition.org/updates/.

10. Ibid

11.1n 2019, the Tennessee General Assembly House of Representatives passed HIJR1033. The House Joint Resolution has been
tranmitted to the Senate and set for vote in 2020. For more information go to: http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/Billinfo/default.aspx?
BillNumber=HJR0133&GA=111.

12. Ohio House Resolution 180 sponsored by Jena Powell "To declare that pornography is a public health hazard with statewide and
national public health impacts leading to a broad spectrum of individual and societal harms" may be found at
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/jena-powell.

13. Part 3 of the U.K. Digital Economy Act that deals with children's access to pornography may be found at
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/30/contents.

14. Information about the British Board of Film Classification age-verification standards for the U.K. Digital Economy Act may be found at
https://www.ageverificationregulator.com/assets/bbfc-guidance-on-age-verification-arrangements-october-2018-v2.pdf.

15. Department for Digital, Culture, Media, and Sport. Guidance from the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport to the Age-
Verification Regulator for Online Pornography. Presented to Parliament pursuant to Section 27 of the Digital Economy Act 2017 January
2018.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/673425/Guidance_from_the_Secretar
y_of_State_for_Digital__Culture__Media_and_Sport_to_the_Age-Verification_Regulator_for_Online_Pornography_-_January_2018.pdf.

16.Information about the British Board of Film Classification appointed as the Age-Verification Regulator for the U.K. Digital Economy Act
may be found at https://www.ageverificationregulator.com/assets/bbfc-guidance-on-age-verification-arrangements-october-2018-v2.pdf.

17. National Decency Coalition. "Tennessee Introduces Comprehensive Plan to Protect Children from Pornography," National Decency
Coalition. February 7, 2019. https://decencyusa.org/tennessee-introduces-comprehensive-plan-to-protect-children-from-pornography/.

18. BBC News. "Government error delays online pornography age-check scheme," BBC News. June 20, 2019.
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-48700906.

19. National Decency Coalition. "Tennessee Introduces Comprehensive Plan to Protect Children from Pornography," National Decency
Coalition. February 7, 2019. https://decencyusa.org/tennessee-introduces-comprehensive-plan-to-protect-children-from-pornography/.

20.https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/rules-regulations-and-guidance/fdas-deeming-regulations-e-cigarettes-cigars-and-all-other-
tobacco-products#rule

21.Information about Federal Supreme Court case Ashcroft v. American Civil Liberties Union, 542 U.S. 656 (2004) may be found at
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/542/656/.

22 https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/05/10/2016-10685/deeming-tobacco-products-to-be-subject-to-the-federal-food-drug-
and-cosmetic-act-as-amended-by-the

23.1n 2019, the Tennessee General Assembly House of Representatives passed HIR1033. The House Joint Resolution has been
tranmitted to the Senate and set for vote in 2020. For more information go to: http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/Billinfo/default.aspx?
BillNumber=HJR0133&GA=111.

24 Ricky Darr. "Internet Service Providers Can Help Stop the Health Crisis of Pornography,” National Decency Coalition. October 2, 2018.
https://decencyusa.org/internet-service-providers-can-help-stop-the-health-crisis-of-pornography/.

25. Ricky Darr. "Default Filtering for Internet Service Providers- The Sky Model," National Decency Coalition. November 10, 2018.
https://decencyusa.org/default-filtering-for-internet-service-providers-the-sky-model/.

26. Ibid.

27. Ricky Darr. "Internet Service Providers Can Help Stop the Health Crisis of Pornography,” National Decency Coalition. October 2, 2018.
https://decencyusa.org/internet-service-providers-can-help-stop-the-health-crisis-of-pornography/

28 https://www.ageverificationregulator.com/assets/bbfc-guidance-on-age-verification-arrangements-october-2018-v2.pdf

29. Information about the 2019 Missouri Senate Bill 382 titled "Safer Internet for Children Act" may be found at
https://www.billtrack50.com/BillDetail/1065755.

30. Information about the U.S. District Court case The Kings English Inc. v. Mark Shurtleff may be found at
http://mediacoalition.org/mediaimages/11%2029%?20ruling%200n%20motion%20t0%20dismiss.pdf.

—  NATIONAL

DECENCY
COALITION







—_— NATIONAL
s DECENCY
COALITION

44AA
VY
-

9005 Overlook blvd.
Brentwood, TN 37027
media@decencyusa.org
www.decencyusa.org



