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STATS

A  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s  s u r v e y  f o u n d  t h a t
9 3 %  o f  b o y s  a n d  6 7 %  o f  g i r l s  h a v e  v i e w e d  p o r n o g r a p h y
b e f o r e  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 . ( 1 )

 
A n o t h e r  s u r v e y  f o u n d  9 7 %  o f  b o y s  h a d  v i e w e d
p o r n o g r a p h y ,  a n d  o f  t h o s e ,  2 3 %  s a i d  t h e y  t r i e d  t o
s t o p  w a t c h i n g  i t  b u t  c o u l d  n o t . ( 2 )

 
T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  f i r s t  e x p o s u r e  t o  p o r n  i s  a b o u t  9
t o  1 1  y e a r s  o l d . ( 3 )

 
9 0 %  o f  8  t o  1 6  y e a r  o l d ' s  w h o  h a v e  v i e w e d  o n l i n e  p o r n
h a v e  d o n e  s o  w h i l e  d o i n g  h o m e w o r k . ( 4 )

 
O n l y  1 2 %  o f  p a r e n t s  k n e w  t h e i r  t e e n s  w e r e  a c c e s s i n g
p o r n o g r a p h y . ( 5 )

 
1  i n  1 0  v i s i t o r s  o f  p o r n  s i t e s  a r e  u n d e r  1 0  y e a r s  o l d .
( 6 )  S i t e s  m o s t  v i s i t e d  b y  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  1 0  i n c l u d e
x v i d e o s ,   x n x x ,   a n d  p o r n h u b .  P o r n h u b  a l o n e  r e c e i v e d
3 3 . 8  b i l l i o n  v i s i t s  i n  2 0 1 8 . ( 7 )

 
8  o u t  o f  1 0  e i g h t e e n  y e a r

   o l d ' s  t h i n k  i t  i s  t o o
   e a s y  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e
   t o  a c c i d e n t a l l y  s e e
   p o r n o g r a p h y  o n l i n e . ( 8 )
 
 

 

 

 

Children & Internet Pornography

https://fightthenewdrug.org/data-says-one-in-10-visitors-to-porn-sites-
are-under-10-years-old/
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STATES

States Call to Action

S i n c e  2 0 1 6 ,  1 2  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  U . S .  h a v e  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i v e
r e s o l u t i o n s  c o n d e m n i n g  p o r n o g r a p h y  c a l l i n g  f o r  p o l i c y
c h a n g e  a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l . ( 9 )

 
O f  t h e  1 2  s t a t e s ,  A r i z o n a ,  A r k a n s a s ,  I d a h o ,  K a n s a s ,
K e n t u c k y ,  M o n t a n a ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  S o u t h  D a k o t a ,
T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  U t a h  d e c l a r e d  p o r n o g r a p h y  a s  c r e a t i n g  a
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c r i s i s . ( 1 0 )

 
I n  2 0 1 7 ,  L o u i s i a n a ' s  H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  ( H R 1 0 0 )  d e c l a r e d
p o r n o g r a p h y  a s  c r e a t i n g  a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c r i s i s  a l s o  c a l l e d
f o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p o r n o g r a p h y  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t .

 

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  T e n n e s s e e  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  ( H J R 1 3 3 ) ,  i n  a

9 2 - 0  H o u s e  v o t e ,  d e c l a r e d  m u l t i p l e  f a i l i n g s  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e

C o u r t  c a s e ,  A s h c r o f t  v .  A C L U  ( 2 0 0 4 ) ,  t h a t  s t r u c k  d o w n

C o n g r e s s '  l a s t  a t t e m p t  t o  c o m b a t  a  c h i l d ' s  i n s t a n t  a c c e s s

t o  I n t e r n e t  p o r n o g r a p h y .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  C o n g r e s s  t o

" r e a d d r e s s  t h e  c r i s i s  p r o b l e m  o f  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o

a n d  p u r p o s e f u l l y  a c c e s s i n g  i n t e r n e t  p o r n o g r a p h y " . ( 1 1 )

 

I n  J u n e  o f  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  O h i o  H o u s e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t r o d u c e d  a

r e s o l u t i o n  d e c l a r i n g  p o r n o g r a p h y  a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c r i s i s ,  a n d

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  " h a r m  o n  s o c i e t y  t h a t  p o r n o g r a p h y

 p o s e s ,  d u e  t o  t h e  u n r e s t r a i n e d  a n d  i n s t a n t  a c c e s s . . . o n  t h e

I n t e r n e t , "  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  c a l l s  f o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o f

p o r n o g r a p h y  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t . ( 1 2 )
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SOLUTIONS

In  2017 ,  the U .K .  passed the D ig i ta l  Economy Act .  Part  3  of  the Act

dea ls  spec if ica l ly  with  regu lat ing pornography on the Internet  to

ensure that  pornograph ic  mater ia l  i s  “not  normal ly  access ib le  by

persons under  the age of  18 ."  The law requ ires  operators  of

pornograph ic  webs ites  to  ver i fy  the age of  the i r  users  before

a l lowing access  to  pornograph ic  mater ia l .  Non-comply ing webs ite  

 

United Kingdom's Age Verification Model

owners  in i t ia l ly  become l iab le  to  f ines ,  and eventua l ly

U .K .  based Internet  prov iders  are  requ ired to  b lock non-

comply ing webs ites  a l together . (13)

 
 The law g ives  power to  the Secretary  of  State to  appo int  an ‘Age-

Ver i f icat ion Regu lator ’ to  implement prov is ions  of  the Part ,  and

spec if ica l ly  to  ensure that  age-ver i f icat ion so lut ions  implemented

by porn s i tes  meet  proper  U .K .  standards as  set  out  by  the BBFC

"Guidance on Age Ver i f icat ion Arrangements" . (14)  The Regu lator  i s

in  charge of  not i fy ing non-comply ing webs ite  operators  with  an

enforcement not ice  spec ify ing reasons ,  not i fy ing anc i l lary  and

payment serv ice  prov iders  of  non-comply ing s i tes  with  hopes that

such prov iders  wi l l  "wish to  withdraw serv ices  from those who are

in  breach of  UK leg is lat ion ,"  and requ ir ing Internet  prov iders  in  the

U.K .  to  b lock non-comply ing webs ites . (15)  In  2018,  the Br i t ish

Board of  F i lm C lass i f icat ion (BBFC)  was appo inted as  the Age

Ver i f icat ion Regu lator . (16)

The U .K .  government targeted the largest  on l ine  pornography
prov iders  in  the wor ld ,  and with  success .  The largest  porn prov ider ,
Mindgeek ,  owner  of  major  pornograph ic  webs ites  Pornhub,  YouPorn ,  
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SOLUTIONS

and RedTube,  compl ied with  U .K .  standards by deve lop ing

"AgeID" . (17)The BBFC is  ant ic ipated to  beg in  enforcement

procedures in  late  2019 . (18)  In  ant ic ipat ion of  more countr ies

tak ing th is  regu latory  approach ,  on l ine  pornographers  are

want ing a  un iversa l  compl iance to  standards of  age-

ver i f icat ion ,  accord ing to  Ern ie  A l len ,  co-founder  of  Nat iona l

Center  for  Miss ing & Exp lo i ted Ch i ldren and advocate for  a

s imi lar  so lut ion in  the U .S . (19)  

 

The U .S .  has  recent ly  taken a  s imi lar  approach toward on l ine

vape shops .  In  2016 ,  the FDA approved a  ru le  that  extended

the ir  tobacco regu lat ions  from c igarettes ,  c igars ,  and

smokeless  tobacco to  inc lude Vapor izers ,  E-C igarettes ,  and

other  E lectron ic  N icot ine De l ivery  Systems (ENDS) . (20)

Reta i lers  are  requ ired to  ver i fy  the date of  b i rth  by photo ID

of  any purchaser  under  the age of  27 .  Very  s imi lar  to  the U .K .

age-ver i f icat ion system for  on l ine  pornography ,  i f  reta i lers

v io late  th is  ru le ,  they ’l l  rece ive  a  warn ing letter ,  and then are

sub ject  to  a  c iv i l  money pena lty ,  a  no-sa le  order ,  and

eventua l ly  a  cr imina l  prosecut ion . (21)  

 

S ince 2016 ,  the FDA has issued numerous warn ing letters  to

on l ine  vape shops and soph ist icated and effect ive  age-

ver i f icat ion techno logy has  emerged he lp ing on l ine  reta i lers  to

comply  with  FDA standards . (22)  
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SOLUTIONS

 

 

 

Internet  serv ice  prov ider 's  ( ISP 's)  can p lay  an important  ro le  in

reduc ing a  ch i ld ’s  instant  access  to  Internet  pornography . (23)  By

ISP's  stopp ing the f low of  Internet  pornography by defau lt  for

customers ,  ch i ldren by defau lt  wi l l  be  protected ,  and adu lts  can

eas i ly  opt- in  to  mater ia l .  

 

In  2013 ,  fo l lowing pressure from the former Pr ime Min ister  Dav id

Cameron of  the Un ited K ingdom,  the four  major  Internet  prov iders  in

the U .K .  ro l led out  better  so lut ions to  a  ch i ld 's  instant  access  to

pornography . (24)  Sky Broadband,  one of  the four ,  and serv ing

mi l l ions  of  customers ,  e lected to  b lock pornography by defau lt  for

the ir  customers .  The BBC quoted Sky say ing ,  “We th ink that  defau lt

f i l ter ing is  the best  way for  the industry  to  meet  the government ’s

commitment to  reduce ch i ldren ’s  exposure to  inappropr iate

content . ” (25)

 

Default Filtering of Pornography

Sky shared with  Ern ie  A l len ,  that  they rece ived “no
back lash”  from customers and “70% of  Sky ’s  users  left  the
defau lt  f i l ters  in  p lace .”  Sky a lso  prov ides th is  serv ice  to  i ts
customers at  no extra  cost . (26)
 

 

In  Supreme Court case U.S .  v .  American L ibrary Associat ion (2003) ,  the
concern arose whether "over-blocking" of const itut ional  speech would
occur in  requir ing l ibrar ies to f i l ter  pornography for patrons.  In  that
case,  the court declared default  f i l ter ing of pornography as
const itut ional  for the "ease with which patrons may have the f i l ter ing
software d isabled."  A common and cost eff ic ient method that Internet
providers use to f i l ter  pornography for customers is  by DNS f i l ter ing.
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In  2019 ,  the Missour i  leg is lature introduced the 'Safer  Internet  for

Ch i ldren Act '  that  requ ires  ISP 's  do ing bus iness  with  Missour i

res idents  to  h ide pornography webs ites  beh ind a  password before

making i t  access ib le . (29)  After  months of  mediat ion with  Internet

prov iders ,  the b i l l  was heard in  Senate committee and passed 10-1 .  

 Accord ing to  Ur iah Stark of  NDC,  the b i l l  has  a  l ike ly  chance of

passage in  2020 but  needs support  from Congress  to  he lp  with  any

future matters  of  federa l  preempt ion that  may leave the b i l l

vu lnerab le  to  any future cha l lenge .  

 

Sect ion 230(d)  of  the Communicat ions Decency Act  of  1996 has

been interpreted in  a  way that  d isa l lows states  from requ ir ing

Internet  prov iders  to  implement protect ive  and needed so lut ions .

(30)  By amending th is  law,  creat ing a  new law to prov ide a  c lear

permiss ion for  states ,  or  by  requ ir ing ISP 's  to  b lock the

transmiss ion of  porn s i tes  by defau lt  a l together ,  states  would  have

a rea l  answer to  th is  cr is is  they 've  been look ing for ,  and parents

would  have better  contro l  to  protect  ch i ldren from harmfu l  mater ia l .  

 

 

 

 

 

SafeDNS,  an I t  team that  equ ips  Internet  prov iders  and more than
4,000 organ izat ions a l l  over  the wor ld ,  shared with  us ,  “As the f low
of water  can be shut  off  from the water  fac i l i ty  to  a  home faucet ,
so  can the f low of  pornography be shut  off  from the Internet
serv ice  prov ider  to  a  customers dev ice ."  More than 98% of
pornography can be f i l tered through th is  techno logy . (27)  Th is
method of  f i l ter ing was mandated in  implement ing the U .K . 's  D ig i ta l
Economy Act  when requ ir ing ISP 's  to  f i l ter  non-comply ing webs ites .
(28)
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Supporters*

Concerned Women of America
National Center on Sexual Exploitation
Enough is Enough
Ernie Allen- National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
Ron Dehaas- Covenant Eyes
Merrilee Boyack- Family Watch
Christine Ahrens- Freedom & Restoration for Everyone Enslaved
Melea Stephens- Rescue Innocence Movement
Tanna Antonuca- Big Ocean Women
Paul Hughes- Freedom Forerunners
Paula Hamilton- Hannah's Hope
Vauna Davis- Protect Young Minds
David Vermont- Principal Law Group
Russ White- Citizens for Community Values
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Supporter have agreed to one or
more of the solutions 

The U.S. is ready for a new law protecting children from
pornography. The U.K. Age Verification model, and Internet

providers shutting off pornography by default for customers
would be major solutions to this crisis. Many states have

declared pornography as creating a public health crisis, and
have pointed to Congress for societal solutions. Our goal is to

assist Congress in any way in implementing new, effective, and
constitutional approaches in combating this crisis.
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